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likeness in scattered members of the same family.
There are languages in which there is no trace of
what we are accustomed to call grammar; for in-
stance, ancient Chinese; there are others in which
we can still watch the growth of grammar, or, more
correctly, the gradual lapse of material into merely
formal elements. In these languages new principles
of classification will have to be applied, such as
are suggested by the study of natural history; and
we shall have to be satisfied with the criteria of
a morphological affinity, instead of those of a genea-
1 ogical relations! iip.

I have thus answered, I hope, some of the objec-
tions which threatened to deprive the science of lan-
guage of that place which she claims in the circle of
the physical sciences. We shall now see what the
history of our science has been from its beginning to
the present day, and how far it may be said to have
passed through the three stages, the empirical, the
ttlassifieatory, and the theoretical, which mark the
childhood, the youth, and the manhood of every one
of the natural sciences.